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Federation of Ontario Cottagers’ Associations

60 years of volunteers

525 member associations

50,000 member families

60th anniversary celebration 
HOLD THE DATE: Saturday, September 23, 2023

at the Market Hall in Peterborough



https://foca.on.ca/benefits/

• Member discount on liability insurance 

through the FOCA Insurance Program 

administered by Cade Associates

• “Legal Helpline” for the Association 

• Free attendance or Member price on 

FOCA webinars and in-person seminars

• Policy updates & government advocacy 

on province-wide rural issues

• Articles, fact sheets, videos and brochures 

on hot topics (septic systems, invasives, 

short term rental…)

• Members-only web login for access to 

detailed governance support, rural road 
information & many more resources!

Key service offerings for

your Member Association:

FOCA Member Benefits

Plus, offers & discounts for 

all your Member families:

Do your member families 

know about all their benefits? 

https://foca.on.ca/benefits/


Risk management solutions for Lake and 

Road Associations: CGL and D&O* 

insurance at the FOCA member rate.

Contact our partners at Cade:

+ CottageFirst group insurance program:

exclusively for FOCA member families!

2022 FOCA AGM & Spring Seminar

Protecting homes, boats, cars… 
and Associations!

cadeinsurance.com/contact-us/

* CGL=Commercial General Liability   D&O=Directors & Officers

https://cadeinsurance.com/contact-us/


Member priorities over time…

Issues in 1963:

• Property Taxes

• Water Quality 

• Municipal Elections timing

• Lack of Zoning, Planning 

& Building By-laws 

• Municipal Services for

cottagers 

Issues in 1983:

• Water Pollution 

(re: health hazards)

• Property taxes

• Police/fire protection

• Local representation

• Fish depletion

• Overdevelopment

• Weeds & algae

• Road maintenance &

plowing

• Septic systems

Issues 2023:

• Water quality

• Development/land use

• Short-term rentals

• Water levels

• Boating issues

• Invasive species

• Rural services

• Water levels

• Climate impacts

• Naturalizing shorelines

• Noise

source: FOCA member surveys

FOCA was born in 1963



Vision, Mission, Mandate,  

& Strategic Priorities:

Our Vision:
FOCA envisions thriving and sustainable 

waterfronts across Ontario, now and for 

future generations.

Our Mission:
FOCA effectively serves and represents 

Ontario’s lake associations, waterfront 

property owners (WPO) and waterfront 

communities through education, 

communication and government advocacy.

Our Mandate:
FOCA advocates for healthy lakes and 

rivers, and is the voice for Ontario’s 

250,000+ waterfront property owners.



About FOCA: our Board



Hot Topics & Emerging Issues 
include…

Underused 

Housing Tax 
for non-resident property 

owners 

foca.on.ca/property-

taxation-assessment/

Floating 
Accommodations 
ERO posting #019-6590

foca.on.ca/floating-

accommodations/

Land Use 

Planning
“Bill 23/97” impacts

foca.on.ca/

land-use-planning/

https://foca.on.ca/property-taxation-assessment/
https://foca.on.ca/property-taxation-assessment/
https://foca.on.ca/floating-accommodations/
https://foca.on.ca/floating-accommodations/
https://foca.on.ca/


FOCA Programs

foca.on.ca/
isampleon/

foca.on.ca/

phragmites/
foca.on.ca/

carps/

foca.on.ca/cottage-succession/

foca.on.ca/

lake-partner-program/

https://foca.on.ca/phragmites/
https://foca.on.ca/phragmites/
https://foca.on.ca/carps/
https://foca.on.ca/carps/
https://foca.on.ca/cottage-succession/
https://foca.on.ca/


The Value of FOCA: Communication 
& Education 



Publications, Videos, Resources 

bewakeaware.com

foca.on.ca/rental

foca.on.ca/

septic-systems/

foca.on.ca/

lake-planning/

foca.on.ca/road-issues/

https://www.bewakeaware.com/
https://foca.on.ca/rental
https://foca.on.ca/road-issues/


Events & Webinars

Want Member access to past event recordings? info@foca.on.ca 705-749-3622

mailto:info@foca.on.ca


Emergency Preparedness in Rural 
& Remote Areas

Aviation, Forest Fires & Emergency Services Muskoka Lakes Association

foca.on.ca/

fire-safety/

foca.on.ca/

water-levels/

foca.on.ca/

emergency-preparedness/



About this Community
source: 2022 FOCA surveys

7 in 10   
have four-season 

road access to the 

property

among 711 survey respondents:

56%         
are located on a 

private road

1/3         say 

digital access (high 

speed internet, cell 

service) limits their use 

of the property

10%         
are on an island or 

are water-access 

only



YOUR ROLES
in support of FOCA and waterfront Ontario:

Thank you!

Know of a Lake or Road 

Association that isn’t a FOCA 

memberyet? Share the news 

about our services and benefits!

Your individual support 

matters! Thank you to 

our annual supporters: 

“Friends of FOCA”

Sign up for Elerts: 

help us reach 

25,000 subscribers 

this year!
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