LOBA OPPOSES ATVs ON DISTRICT and TOWNSHIP ROADS

Gaylen Racine, Chair, Recreation and Safety Committee

All Terrain Vehicle Associations have been lobbying to allow the use of ATVs on Township and District roads. They have been successful in many of the adjacent jurisdictions, and there is much evidence of the problems that have occurred in these locations by inconsiderate operators. Both of these bodies are currently engaging in public debates on whether they should allow access to ATVs and to what degree. LOBA is opposed to allowing ATVs operate on our roads, and we have written letters to both the Township and the District voicing our views. The content of the letter to the Township is as follows:


"The Township of Lake of Bays council has been asked to consider allowing All Terrain Vehicles (ATVs) to have access to municipal roads. The board members of the Lake of Bays Association unanimously oppose this proposal, and request that, instead, the council prohibits their use.


"ATVs are totally inconsistent with objective B.2 of the official plan " To conserve the rich landscape of lakes forests and wetlands, and safeguard the integrity of the water, air, sky, forests, shorelines, and natural habitat." ATVs add to air pollution because of their engine exhaust and the clouds of dust they generate. They create noise pollution, and can easily damage wetlands and natural habitat. An Internet search on ATV damage lists many examples of their detrimental impact on roads, trails, and habitat.


"ATVs are permitted in neighbouring jurisdictions like Kearny and Algonquin Highlands. Their use this summer has lead to resident complaints about property damage, trespassing on private and unassumed roads, excessive noise, underage drivers, and speeding drivers. ATV operators plagued Baysville this summer by destroying newly laid sod and annoying the residents with their noise and aggressive behaviour.


"ATVs are significantly more intrusive than snowmobiles. Snowmobiles operate on frozen waterways or trails, and usually not close to residents. In the winter, many seasonal residents are not at the lake and, if they are, usually remain indoors and insulated from the noise. ATVs on the other hand would be able to drive on the roads adjacent to homes and cottages during the time of year when they are occupied and the residents are outdoors, subjecting them to the misery of noise, exhaust pollution, and dust.


It has been argued that ATVs will bring business to resorts and other local businesses. This leads us to question how many ATV operators would be needed to make a measurable difference in the local economy. The township roads would be overrun by these vehicles if they were to make an impact.


Use of these vehicles will bring little or no benefit to the residents, and could significantly decrease their enjoyment because of the annoyance of having the ATVs using the public roadways near to their properties. Giving ATV operators this access will mean more noise and more air pollution, and increase the probability of safety problems with drinking drivers, problems with underage drivers, and incidents with high-speed drivers. Walkers frequently use cottage roads for exercise. Having fast ATVs on the same space will make this a dangerous pastime. This will inevitably lead to complaints to the council and the OPP, and result in angry disputes between ATV owners and residents. Please do not grant ATVs use of township roads. There are many other jurisdictions where they can go for this form of recreation.


We would be happy to discuss this further with you." 

What the ATV associations need to do is develop a trail system, and then apply for permission to cross roads, rather than travel along them. 

If you are experiencing problems with ATV use on your cottage road, collect the details and contact the OPP. It is currently illegal for them to be there.

Add your voice to this debate by writing a letter or sending an e-mail to the Township of Lake of Bays and the District of Muskoka. Contact me at gaylenracine@sympatico.ca or 416 483-8675 for addresses.
