
Gardening:  Best Practices to Keep Invasive Plants Out 
Invasive plants can destroy the natural habitat of Lake of Bays by spreading rapidly until they crowd 
out, displace and eventually replace native plants. Changes at one level of the food chain have a 
ripple effect on all the other creatures and organisms. Here are some tips to follow when landscaping 
your property: 
 

 Purchase plants from reputable suppliers that understand the difference between native, non-
native and invasive plants 

 Learn how to identify invasive plants 

 Check that any plants that you share, or that you received from a friend, are not invasive 

 Ensure that the soil around the roots of shared plants contains no seeds, roots and/or 
rhizomes of hitchhiking invasive plants or, better yet, rinse it off before planting 

 Learn how to properly remove invasive plants 

 Do not compost invasive plants 

 Place invasive plants in yard waste paper bags before disposal in the garbage 

 Dispose of annuals in the garbage 

 Never throw plant material in natural areas or waterways 

 Share your knowledge 

 
What is the difference between native, non-native and invasive species? 
Native/Indigenous Species: 

A species that existed in a given area prior to European settlement. 
Non-native/Alien Species: 

A species that was introduced by human action from another geographic region to an area 
outside its natural past or present distribution. 

Invasive Species: 
Harmful non-native/alien species whose introduction or spread threaten the environment, the 
economy, or society, including human health. 
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